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To test this hypothesis, I analyzed the trends in assignment of the underlying cause of death over a period of three decades from 1980 to 2011, according to gender. This analysis concentrated on the age group from 30 to 69 years, because there are few cardiovascular deaths at younger ages (only 2.5% of cardiovascular deaths were among individuals under 30 years of age during this period), and because a high proportion of such deaths among individuals over the age of 70 years cannot be compared due to comorbidities. Since Brazil adopted ICD-10 only in 1996, mortality data were classified according to the 9 th revision (ICD-9) from 1980 to 1995 and thereafter using Table 1) . Significant declines in rates were estimated for all these diseases, except for diabetes in men. Comparison between the sexes showed that only for CHD was the reduction in rates faster for women.
These temporal changes to death rates in Brazil show that the decline is occurring in the whole country, despite the shifting of nosological causes from cardiovascular diseases to diabetes. The faster decline of stroke death rates, compared with CHD, reveals that the phase of "delayed cardiovascular epidemiological transition" has ended. 11 Moreover, the agenda for cardiovascular epidemiology needs to deeply consider the meaning of adiposity as a risk factor. Unfortunately, the early studies by Jean Vague in the 1950s, 11, 12 in which the components of obesity were evaluated separately, were endorsed by 
